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urban living home and garden

Designer has artist’s soul 

Win! A Tui ■■
tomato growing kit 
– Tomatoes are eaten 
in every home almost 
every day by Kiwis 
who can’t get enough. Look 
what we’re giving away to 
help them grow!

Win! DU’IT hand ■■
scrub – perfect for the busy 
gardener to take good care 
of their hands as they toil 
away in the garden.

Win! A copy of ■■ Seasons 
– a journey through 
Auckland Botanic 
Gardens. An art and 
garden book where Sally 
Tagg displays photographs 
of artworks created using 
plant material from the 
Auckland Botanic Gardens.

Win! Veggie Station Lite raised ■■
garden bed – A great way to grow your 
own veggies, the Veggie Station Lite 
raised garden bed 
will allow you to 
plant vegetables 
without needing large 
quantities of soil.

be in to win
Host of treats for 
garden lovers
You can be into win any of these fabulous 
prizes plus loads more on www.garden-
nz.co.nz, clicking on the COMPETITIONS 
link and entering your details!

garden-nz.co.nz

By Jesma Magill

Renowned American furniture de-
signer, Laura Kirar, was in Auck-
land recently to promote her ex-
tensive range of furniture designs 
through Auckland’s Cavit & Co. 

Speaking at a cocktail function 
hosted in her honour; she said she 
originally wanted to be a sculptor 
or a painter but a ‘twist of fate’ saw 
her digress.    

Kirar attended the prestigious 
Museum School of the Art Insti-
tute of Chicago where she studied 
sculpture and interior architecture 
but one day, while working on a 
sculptural piece, she “accidentally 
created something functional.” 
And that, she said, was the begin-
ning of a very successful design 
career.  

Multi-talented and inspired 
by many things around her, Kirar 
admitted she had always been in-
terested in furniture manufacture 
and design. 

After graduating from college 
in 1992, she began work with an 
emerging studio, Holly Hunt. She 
then moved to New York in 1995, 
where she worked on several high-
end residential interior projects 
with Ralph Lauren Home and pur-
sued product and furniture design 
as well.  

In 1999, Kirar founded her 
own company TRU Partners INC, 
where her first hospitality project 
was for Fressen Restaurant, one 

of the original venues to establish 
in the former derelict Meat Pack-
ing District on Manhattan’s West 
Side. 

This district is now a thriv-
ing, sophisticated dining and en-
tertainment destination and the 
Fressen project launched Kirar’s 
first licensing partnership for her 
custom-designed furniture range.   

She was also involved with the 

global rebranding of the Westin 
Hotels with her tapware designs 
through Kallista, which led to 
her partnership with Kohler, the 
largest plumbing company in the 
world.  

In 2003 she was recognised as 
one of “America’s Top Young De-
signers”, by House Beautiful.      

“My interiors are more curated 
than designed,” she explained. “As 

pieces are selected, the interior 
unfolds to reflect the shared vision 
of me and my client. Inspiration is 
born from my experiences travel-
ling, my love of collecting and my 
passion for art. 

“I believe in the importance of 
life’s simple joys: art, nature, mu-
sic, books and in particular, the 
compelling interaction between 
people and places.”  

An artist at heart and an accomplished and inspired designer, Laura Kirar creates sculptural objects that 
are also beautifully functional.  � Photo supplied


